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Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



In compliance with Applicant's duty under 37 CFR §1 .56, Applicant hereby 
submits this Information Disclosure Statement filed according to the provisions of 37 
CFR §1.97 and §1.98. 

Enclosed herewith is Form PTO-1449 (Modified) which lists various references 
submitted by Applicant for consideration. Also, enclosed herewith are copies of each of 
the references listed in the Form PTO-1449 (Modified). The Examiner is requested to 
review each of the references and indicate that the references were reviewed by 
initialing the Form PTO-1449 (Modified) for each reference and returning a copy of the 
initialed Form PTO-1449 (Modified) to the Applicant. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted after three months of 
the filing date of the application and after the first Office action on the merits, but before 
the mailing of a final action, a notice of allowance, or an action that closes the 
prosecution in the application. As such, Applicant: 

Respectfully submits that the each item of information contained herein 

was first cited in a any communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the 
filing of this Information Disclosure Statement and respectfully requests 
consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement under 37 CFR 
§1. 97(c)(1) and (e)(1). 

X Respectfully requests consideration of this Information Disclosure 

Statement under 37 CFR §1. 97(c)(2) and the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to withdraw the fee set forth in 37 CFR §1.1 7(p) from our 
Deposit Account 04-0500. 8 
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Group Art Unit: Unknown 


Examiner: Unknown 
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US PTO Customer No: 25280 


Case No.: 2056B 



U.S. PAT 


ENT DOCUMENTS 


' EXAMINER 
INITIALS 


IDENTIFIER 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB- 
CLASS 


( 


AA 


3,731,949 


5/1973 


Radke 








AB 


3,792,873 


2/1974 


Buchner et al. 








AC 


3,991,249 


11/1976 


Yamashita et al. 








AD 


5,011,183 


4/1991 


Thornton et al. 








AE 


5,098,125 


3/1992 


Thornton et al. 








AF 


5,259,645 


11/1993 


Hirabayashi et al. 








AG 


5,336,538 


8/1994 


Kitamura 








AH 


5,533,755 


7/1996 


Nelson et al. 








Al 


5,421,378 


6/1995 


Bower et al. 








AJ 


5,651,395 


7/1997 


Graham et al. 








AK 


5,685,347 


11/1997 


Graham et al. 








AL 


5,707,711 


1/1998 


Kitamura 








AM 


5,788,270 


8/1998 


HAIand et al. 








AN 


5,833,265 


11/1998 


Seymour 








AO 


6,328,334 


12/2001 


Kanuma 
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Examiner: 


Date Considered: 



*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUB- 
CLASS 



TRANSLATION 



NO 



YES 



AP 



0 458 838 
B1 



12/1991 



EPO 



AQ 



41 34 995 
C1 



3/1993 



Germany 



AR 



2 297 950 



8/1996 



Great Britain 



AS 



297 09 389 



11/1997 



Germany 



Examiner: 



Date Considered: 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



PTO 1449 (Foreign Patents) J B020805 



